
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Thursday, 16 September 2010] 

 p6786d-6787a 
Mr John Castrilli 

 [1] 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT REFORM STEERING COMMITTEE REPORT 

Statement by Minister for Local Government 
MR G.M. CASTRILLI (Bunbury — Minister for Local Government) [9.05 am]: Today I am tabling the 
Local Government Reform Steering Committee report of May 2010. I established this committee soon after 
announcing the government’s local government reform program in February 2009. The key roles of the 
committee included facilitating the local government reform process, preparing guidelines to assist aspects of 
that process and conducting necessary research and assessments to assist the reform of the local government 
sector in Western Australia.  

The committee established a number of working groups to examine in detail key areas for improvement, 
including commercial enterprise and urban development, training and capacity building, corporate and strategic 
planning, and legislative reform. The outcome of its work and recommendations are contained within the report, 
and those recommendations have informed me in my consideration of legislative priorities designed to assist the 
long-term sustainability and relevance of the sector. By the end of March this year, 65 local governments had 
indicated their support for reform. This total has since increased. This increase included the 22 local 
governments from the regional cities of Bunbury and Mandurah, and the regional centres of Katanning, Narrogin 
and Merredin that had been effectively blocked from proceeding with reform because the neighbouring local 
governments had refused to participate. It is important to again highlight the state of the sector and the 
compelling need for reform. After completing self-assessment checklists in 2009, 61 or 44 per cent of local 
governments in Western Australia were deemed to be unsustainable. If we look at the Perth metropolitan area, 
boundaries have remained virtually unchanged since 1900 when the population was approximately 73 000. 
Today, Perth is the fourth-largest capital city in Australia and in commercial terms it is third behind Sydney and 
Melbourne. Yet while other metropolitan areas in the world are reducing their numbers of local governments, we 
still have 29. The report is an objective assessment of the state of play of local government in Western Australia 
and clearly articulates the gaps and, more importantly, the opportunities for the high-growth areas of the state 
offered by increased economies of scale and the removal of duplication, inconsistencies and fragmented decision 
making. It is imperative for communities and their local government leaders to study this report and embrace its 
recommendations.  

I place on record my appreciation to the committed elected members and officers of local government and their 
peak bodies who, together with the many government and private sector representatives, willingly provided their 
time, knowledge and expertise to produce a report that I believe is the new benchmark of research for local 
government reform in Australia. It is a blueprint for fewer, stronger local governments that are better able to plan 
and deliver services to their communities. I thank Ms Jenny Mathews for her leadership and professionalism in 
chairing the committee and the members of her dedicated team at the Department of Local Government who 
provided essential research and administrative support to the committee. 

I table the report and attachments. 

[See papers 2508 and 2509.] 
 


